
H-GAC and the Cooperative Purchasing Program

The Hou ston- G a lveston A rea  Cou ncil (H- G A C) is the la rg est of 2 4 Cou ncils of G overnm ent

(COG) in Texa s, a nd is a  politica l su bdivision of the Sta te of Texa s. It ha s been serving  loca l

g overnm ents for m ore tha n 40 yea rs.

H- G A C's Coopera tive Pu rcha sing  Prog ra m , k now n a s HGA CBu y, w a s esta blished pu rsu a nt to

Texa s Interloca l Coopera tion A ct [Texa s L oca l G overnm ent Code, Title 7, Cha pter 791]. The

AA ct a llow s loca l g overnm ents a nd certa in non- profits to contra ct or a g ree u nder the term s

of the A ct to m a k e pu rcha ses or provide pu rcha sing  services a nd other a dm inistra tive

fu nctions a ppropria tely esta blished by a nother g overnm ent entity. The Interloca l

Contra ct (IL C) is the requ ired leg a l docu m ent tha t esta blishes a  link  betw een the End U ser

(loca l g overnm ents a nd certa in non- profits) a nd HGA CBu y, a nd g ives the End U ser a ccess

to HGA CBu y contra cts.

H- G A C ha s esta blished Interloca l Contra cts w ith thou sa nds of End U sers throu g hou t Texa s a nd

aa cross the U nited Sta tes. HGA CBu y contra cts a re esta blished ba sed on the requ irem ents of

[Texa s L oca l G overnm ent Code, Cha pter 2 52 ]. Produ cts a nd services a re contra cted a fter

ha ving  been su bjected to either a  com petitive bid (IFB) or com petitive proposa l (RFP) process.

Contra cts a re bla nk et type, u su a lly for a  term  of tw o or three yea rs. U se of HGA CBu y for

pu rcha ses by a ny End U sers is strictly a t the discretion of tha t entity. End U sers issu e their

pu rcha se orders to a nd pa y directly the HGA CBu y Contra ctor.

Scope of HGACBuy’s Professional Services

HHGA CBu y a cts a s the desig na ted pu rcha sing  a g ent on beha lf of pa rticipa ting  End U sers by

perform ing  specific services inclu ding , bu t not lim ited to:

 • Developing  specifica tions for com petitive bids a nd proposa ls

 • Soliciting  vendor pa rticipa tion

 • Condu cting  pre- bid/ pre- proposa l conferences

 • Condu cting  pu blic bid/ proposa l opening s of responses

 • Eva lu a ting  responses a nd m a k ing  a w a rd recom m enda tions

  • Execu ting  vendor contra cts a w a rded by the H- G A C Boa rd of Directors

 • M a inta ining  contra ct inform a tion a va ila ble throu g h HGA CBu y’s W ebsite

 • Contra ct A dm inistra tion
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